Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



«b,Gooi^le 



«b,Gooi^le 



HJ 
II 

liegriBlative Document No. 134 ■ /t/ H S 



STATE OF NEW YORK 



TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 

OP THE 

State Commissioner of Excise 

For Year Ending September SO, 1919 



«b,Gooi^le 



DOCUf 
JULY 



:,Goo»^lc 



noCUHENTS 
N Y. P. £.. 
JULY I93a 
32704a 



REPORT OF THE STATE COMMISSIONER 
OF EXCISE 



STATE OF NEW YORK 

Department of Excise 

Albant, January 24, 1920. 

To the Honorable the Legislature of the State of New York: 

As required by law, I herewith respectfully present my report 
for the excise year ending September 30, 1919. 

HERBERT S. SISSON, 

State Commissioner of Excise. 

m 
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Henhy H, Lyman, of Oswego, N. Y,, was appointed State 
Commissioner of Excise by GJoveinor Morton, April 1, 1896. He 
was reappointed by Governor Odell, April 15, 1901. He died 
May 4th of tbe same year. 

Pateick W, Cullinan, of Oswego, N. Y., was appointed to 
the vacancy by Governor Odell, May 18, 1901, during the recess 
of the Senate. His appointment was confirmed by the Senate 
January 8, 1902. 

JMaynabd N. Clement, of Canandaigua, N. Y., was appointed 
State Commissioner of Excise by Governor Higgins, May 2, 1906. 

William W. Faelky, of Binghamton, N. Y., was appointed 
State Commissioner of Excise by Governor Dix, January 23, 
1911, His appointment was confirmed by the Senate January 
24, 1911, and he took office April 1, 1911. Mr. Farley resigned, 
to take effect October 1, 1915. 

Geoege E. Geeen, of Binghamton, N. Y., was nominated as 
State Commissioner of Excise by Governor Whitman, April 21, 
1915, to fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term ending 
March 31, 1916, caused by the resignation of William W. Farley. 
The appointment was confirmed by the Senate April 21, 1915, to 
take effect October 1, 1915. On March 15, 1916, Mr. Green was 
again nominated by Governor Whitman for reappointment for the 
full five-year term, and his reappointment was confirmed by the 
Senate on said date, to take effect April 1, 1916. Mr. Green died 
January 16, 1917. 

Heebeet S. Sissom", of Collins, N. Y., was appointed State 

Commissioner of Excise by Governor Whitman, Januaiy 24, 1917, 

to fill the vacancy caused by the death of George E. Green, His 

appointment was confirmed by the Senate on said date. 

[5] 
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Officials of the Department 



Heebeet S. Sisson Commissioner 

Jay Faeeieb Deputy Commissioner 

Claeencb W. Davidson Deputy Commissioner 

Chahles V. Platt Deputy Commissioner 

Habbt D. Sandees Chief Counsel 

m 
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Special Deputy Commissioners of Excise 



Kaine County or Borough OfBce and P. 0. Address 

Johtt T. McNeill New York New York City. 

William S. Germain Bronx Bronx, New York City, 

D. H. Ralston Kings Brooklyn, New York City. 

Theodore P. WUsnack. . . Queens Long Island City, New York City. 

Joseph P. Thompson. . . . lUehraond Tompkinsville, New York City. 

Horace F. Hunt Erie Buffalo. 

Frank B. Callister Monroe Rochester. 

John P. MeNab Albany Albany. 

Frederick G. Newell. . . . Niagara Niagara Falls. 

John T. Buckley Oneida Utica. 

Moses D. Rubin Onondaga Syracuse. 

W. Cordwell Blackwood. Rensselaer Troy. 

Grant R. Dent Schenectady Schenectady. 

Eben Adams Westchester .... White Plains. 

Augustus P. Altemeier. . Orange Port Jervis. 

Walter Raynor Nassau Mineola. 

[9] 
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Financial Statement 



For Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1919. 

Balance on hand July 1, 1918 , -. . $27 892 ! 

Appropriation, Chapter 151, Part 1, Laws of 
1918, and Chapters 426, 567, 569, Laws of 
1918, Chapter 571, Part 1, Laws of 1918; 
Chapters 177 and 644, Laws of 1919 415 945 ; 



Total appropriation and balance available, . $443 838 25 
Amount lapsed and transferred to rebates 39 201 86 



Total appropriation and balance available. . $404 636 39 
Total expenses of department for year ending 
June 30, 1919 379 926 75 



Balance July 1, 1919 $24 709 64 



Total amount received from liquor tax certifi- 
cates, transfers, fines, penalties, volume tax, 
etc., for twelve months ending September 30, 
1919 $20 692 180 62 

County treasurers' fees 24 500 82 



Leaving a net balance for the eertiiicate year of $20 667 679 80 

Of this amount the State's share 

was $5 166 919 95 

The cities' and towns' share was 15 500 759 85 

$20 667 679 80 



Rebates during above period $261 423 02 

Of which the State's share is. . $71 375 50 
Cities' and towns' share is ... . 190 047 52 

261 423 02 

[13] 
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During the same period the expenses of the department have 
been as follows: 

EBtftbliahment and Expense 

1898 May 1 to September 30 *84 315 72 

1896-18S7 October 1 to September 30 263 655 32 

1897-1898 October 1 to September 30 264 317 94 

1898-1899 October 1 to September 30 274 862 10 

1899-1900 October 1 to September 30 280 995 06 

1!10(H901 October 1 to September 30 284 779 36 

1901-1902 October 1 to September 30 309 713 31 

1902-1903 October 1 to September 30 296 877 67 

1903-1904 October 1 to September 30 313 593 93 

1904-1905 October 1 to September 30 327 935 86 

1905-1900 October 1 to September 30 335 456 84 

1906-1907 October 1 to S^tember 30 332 575 23 

1907-1908 October 1 to September 30 359 115 88 

1908-1909 October 1 to September 30 377 725 91 

1909-1910 October 1 to September 30 399 167 74 

1910-1911 October 1 to September 30 382 682 28 

1911-1912 October 1 to September 30 402 348 52 

1912-1013 October 1 to September 30 421 345 79 

1913-1914 October I to September 30 422 979 04 

1914^1915 October 1 to September 30 360 770 43 

1915-1916 October 1 to September 30 325 214 71 

1916-1917 October 1 to September 30 319 862 58 

1917-1918 October 1 to September 30 367 394 16 

1918-1919 October 1 to September 30 379 552 88 

87 887 028 86 



EXCISE RECEIPTS 

For the certificate year beginning October 1, 1918, and ending 
September 30, 1916 

Receipts from certificates issued $16 558 087 89 

Receipts from all night permits 7 993 75 

Receipts from fines 69 403 88 

Receipts from penalties, etc 267 020 86 

Receipts from transfer fees 8 275 00 

Receipts from interest l7 857 09 

Receipts from search and seizure sales 12 198 25 

R«ceipt8 from volume tax 4 551 443 30 



Total receipts from all sources $21 492 280 02 

County treasurers' fees deducted 24 500 82 



Net balance distributed to State and localities. .$21 467 779 20 



(ibvGoot^lc 



State Couuisbioneb of Excise 

Of this amount there was paid 

into the State treaaury $5 366 944 80 

Distrihufed to cities and towns. 16 100 834 40 

$21 467 779 I 



Rebates 

State's share of rebates $71 ;i75 50 

Localities' share of rebates 100 047 52 

$261 423 02 



Summary 

Total receipts from all sources, as above $21 492 280 02 

Countj' treasurers' fees deducted, $24 500 82 

Total rebates 261 423 02 

Total expenses of Excise Depart- 
ment 379 552 68 

665 476 52 



Net revenue over and above county treasurers' 
fees deducted, rebates and expenses of main- 
taining department $20 826 803 50 



COST OF COLLECTING SBVEinTE 

County treasurers' fees. . .- $24 500 82 

Salaries, expenses, etc., of special deputy com- 
missioners of excise 104 686 36 

Total expenses of collection $12*1 187 18 



Eatio of expense of collection to gross amount collected 6/10 
of one per cent. 

Prior to Ma^ 1, 1896, the control of the liquor traffic in the State rested 
entirely with locsl license boarde, under the Statute of 1S92, and nearly five 
thousand ofSciala were employed. One hundred and seventy-six are employed 
under the Liquor Tax I«w. The total sum collected throughout the State 
during the last year under the old system was $4,172,370.58, and the cost of 
collection was $252,782.77, or more than eight per cent upon the sum so 
collected. 
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Certificate Statement 



For the year beginning October 1, 1918, and ending September 

30, 1919 
STumber of certificates issued from October 1, 1918, to 

September 30, 1919, inclusive 13 889 

Number of certificates surrendered and revoked from 

October 1, 1918, to September 30, 1919 866 



Number of certificates in force September 30, 1919. ... 13 023 



Number and chss of certificates issued from October 1, 1918, to 
September 30, 1919, inclusive 

Subdivision 1 (section 8) hotels and saloons 12 214 

Subdivision 2 (section 8) storekeepers 1 010 

Subdivision 3 (section 8) pharmacists 548 

Subdivision 4 (section 8) common carriers 13 

Subdivision 5 (section 8) bottlers' vehicles 76 

Subdivision 6 (section 8) alcohol 20 

Subdivision 7 (section 8) fruit j 



Total all classes 13 ! 



Number and class of certificates surrendered and revoked from 
October 1, 1918, to September 30, 1919, inclusive 

Subdivision 1 (section 8) hotels and saloons 685 

Subdivision 2 (section 8) storekeepers 181 

Total all classes 866 
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State Commissioner ( 



on 1 (section 8) hotels and saloons, 
ion 2 (section 8) s 



Subdivisi 

SubdivisJ 

Subdivision 3 (section 8) pharmacists , 

Subdivii 

Subdivisi 

Subdivisi 

Subdivisi 



of certificates in force September 30, 1919 

. 11 529 
829 
548 



4 (section 8) common carriers . 

5 (section 8) bottlers' vehicles . 

ion 6 (section 8) alcohol 

ion 7 (section 8) fruit growers .. . . 



Total all classes. 



Hotels and Saloons in State 



April 
Sept. 



Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 



























































no 


1919 



6 71B 
3 104 

2 S92 



14 oe? 

14 773 

15 656 

17 409 
17 148 
17 067 
17 493 
17 161 

16 774 
16 945 
16 62S 
16 472 



23 451 

24 003 
24 391 
23 841 
23 471 
23 473 

23 373 
23 033 
22 199 



Decrease in hotels and saloons.. 



Local Option Status of Towns in New York State 

The following summary statement of local option statistics 
covering all of the towns in the State from 1897 (in which year 
the first vote under the present law was had) to 1919, inclusive, 
is of interest. While it shows a fluctuation of the vote in close 
towns, the decrease of one hundred and fifty in tlie number of full 
license towns, the inci-ease of three hundred and sixty in the num- 
ber of no license towns, and the decrease of two hundred in the 
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number of partial license towns, and the decrease of ten ti 
in the State during tliat period, indicate the drift of public a 
ment: 

Number of Number ol Number of 
luUlinnic DolkeDte purtUI liecme 
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COMPARATIVE STATKBIENT 
The following comparative statement, and summary showing 
results at the end of the fifth, fifteenth, and twentj-third fiscal 
years, and at the end of the twenty-fourth fiscal year ending Sep- 
tember 30, 1919, indicates the growth and increased work of the 
department, and a gratifying improvement in the matter of 
enforcement and observance of the Liquor Tax Law since its 
enactment March 23, 1896: 

For the Fiscal Year esdiitg September 30, 1000 

Excise receipts for fifth fiscal year 512 622 957 79 

Total expenses of department 280 995 00 

Penalties anil coats collected by legal bureau 32 594 85 

Net expenses after deducting earnings of legal bureau 248 400 21 

Expenses of legal bureau 29 312 21 

Number of excise indictments in State 546 

Excise coiivictions 347 

Criminal fines imposed 2S 405 00 
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State Commissionee of Excise 19 

Foi the Fiscal Y«ai ending September 30, 1910 

Excise receipts for the fifteenth fiscal year $18 102 622 10 

Total expenses of department 399 167 74 

Penalties and costs collected by legal bureau 424 268 31 

Interest on temporary deposits 10 853 37 

Surplus in earnings of legal bureau, interest account on 
temporary deposits and criminal fines, mostly on special 

agents' evidence, over total expenses of department 88 343 94 

Expenses of legal bureau 86 218 02 

Number of investigations by special agents (com- 
plaints) 3 405 

N^umber of excise indictments in State 037 

Excise conyictions 1 170 

Criminal fines imposed 52 390 00 



For the Fiscal Year ending September 30, 1B18 

Excise receipts for twenty-third fiscal year *22 616 442 77 

Total expenses of department 367 394 15 

Penalties and costs collected by legal bureau 447 296 10 

Interest on temporary deposits 24 938 32 

Surplus in earnings of l^al bureau, interest aocoimt on 
temporary deposits and criminal fines, mostly on special 

agents' evidence, over total expenses of department 104 840 2C 

Expenses of legal bureau 58 281 BO 

Number of investigations by Bpetaal agents (com- 
plaints) 9 670 

Number of excise indictments in State 580 

Excise conrictioiis 1 702 

Criminal fines imposed 50 059 00 



For the Fiscal Year ending September 30, 1919 

Excise receipts for twenty-fourth fiscal year $20 682 180 62 

Total expenses of department 379 552 65 

Penalties and costs collected by legal bureau 438 683 50 

Interest on temporary deposits 17 857 09 

Surplus in earnings of legal bureau, interest account on 
temporary deposits and criminal fines, mostly on special 

agents' evidence, over total erpenses of department 140 391 79 

Ex^ses of legal bureau 56 503 45 

Number of investigations by special agents (com- 
plaints) 3 152 

Number of excise indictments in State 39S 

Excise convictions 2 614 

Criminal fines impo»ed 69 403 68 
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BOND ACTIONS 



Statement of actions under section 16 commenced by the State 
Commissioner of Excise to collect the penalties of liquor tax bonds 
because of violations of the Liquor Tax Law, during the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 1919, 



COUNTY 

Albany 

Broome 

Cttjuga 

CluiuUiuqua . . . 

Chemung 

Chenango 

Clinton 

Columbia 

DutcbesB 

Erie 

Essex 

iiVankliii 

Gen™ee'!;;!!;; 

Herkimer 

Jefferson 

Livingston 

Uadison 

Monroe 

Montgomeiy ■ ■ ■ 

Nassau 

New York. 

Xiagara 

Oneida 

Onondaga 

Orange 

Oswego 

Queens 

Rensselaer , 

Richmond 

St. Lawrence. . .. 
Schenertady . . . , 

Suffolk 

Sullivan 

Ulster 

Westchester , . . . 



^pt. 3C 



PeniltiM 

S5 D17 12 
29 931 m 
2 250 00 
2 437 12 



1 685 21 

3 1 920 00 
32 57 435 SO 

2 2 400 00 
17 25 113 84 

4 3 295 88 
1 653 92 

' ia iiosi'u 

"is 'i5'6n'47 

3 

1 1 458 56 

3 3 000 00 

1 600 00 

1 960 00 

3 3 285 00 

212 $265 773 72 
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